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Figure 1: Example PTE format for 64-bit address spaces
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Figure 2: Linear Page Table (4KB page size)
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Figure 3: Forward-mapped page table

�K!#�$/���!#9K9K�$� �a�E�a��!#���S��x����F� �+�z��Bu�F� .C�K�a��ê#j�d�ê#f�hpë��n�ql
ì f�g�euf�h�íXi�jTk'fEeuj m `nf�d   �K�Y� °�¢#UK¯)%'!�.@°#°�UK¼¥����� °�¾#U ¡ �K��vq¢�¬#¤a>
�H%'�G��&(�+�K7(� ���X&(�+��7c� �+� .@��!#��&c��.A�����Y�*!#.A���K� .A%@!#��%A��!�4
5�7(�*IG&(�F%�!�%'!#��%�B��K.'����&(��.+�F%'!#����!#����!Sá�³�àÆ���G!�5��K��vq4
�Y�a>�´�!��=%O³H�H´�&\.O�u%��2%�!���%O�u!L5q7\�YU����u�q���#���u%@�0�C!��H�K&\.@/
&(.'Bu���Q��!#��&(��.+B����"��.'�*��!#/q� Uq!���!#/0&(9K� .'��&(B�xq&(.'/0��%'�Sá)³�àrU
!�.@9�!��K�����X���q&c.'�u� �<>��H%'�2%@!#��%A�u!#5q7c�Y�S�K���G��%@!�&c.'&c.@/��u�
%'!#.'9K7c�*��,-� ��µK��Ir��y�Ä�&c/����$�z3#�<> § ���Q&(.'/0��!#/q�*�F!#5q7(�*7(����vq4

OffsetVPN

000Base VPN

Virtual Addr ess

Page Table

. .

Base Address

12

Data structure
for mappings to
page tables

Array of PTEs

+
++

+

Root
Pointer

Physical
Addr ess

Level 7 tables
Level 6 Tables

Level 1 Table

64 * 4K PTEs
64 * 256K PTPs

256 * 64PB PTPs
16TB

I5 I6 I7 Offset
0121824

I1 I2 I3 I4
40 32485663

. . .

PTP— page table pointer
PTE—page table entry

�K��UK��%@�G%@!#��%�B��K.@����&(�q.A&(.@9H� ~L�Y�*&c.'�u�C!�.A!��Q�Q!#x���BX%@!#��%
.:�K9P���Y]î��%;�OBT&6���Y�t��76������.:���W�KBt��%;��%;!q�Y%î5H�¥�#vH�����YU
�F�Q!#,q� �Q�a� �8�F%'�s%'!#��%05��K��vq� ����.@�F&(7-!*³K�K´+&(�8B�����.'9+IG&(�F%[!
�F!#/p��!#����%@&(.'/t��%'�zB�!#�K7(�F&c.'/t!#9K9H�T� ���#>

ïDð#ñ�òcó�ô(ñ�õröE÷�ø�ù�÷Vú
ôcøTû�ücý�þc÷�òcÿ�������� �'ó�ôcñ
	}õ�����
�
��@ó�ôcñ�õ
ó�ôcñ�������ý���ô��

� ï�òcôcø��aú���ø�ô��Q÷�òcó�ôcñ �'ïDø���ücô � ���aú
ô(ø������
ñDý�ô���ñ���òcó�ôcñ������Sø�ó�ó � ����� �

ó�ø��#ý�ïuø���ücôcò�� �

Figure 4: Hashed Page Table
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Figure 5: Format of Clustered PTE (subblock factor 4)
and a Clustered Page Table
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Figure 6: Superpage and Partial-subblock mapping
format
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1. We only recently proposed partial-subblock TLBs and we are not
aware of commercial processors that implement them today.
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Figure 7: Clustered PTE variations
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2. We save the reserved TLB entries across context switches.

Workload
total time
(user time)
 in seconds

#user
TLB

misses
(000s)

% user
time in

TLB miss
handling

Memory
for

Hashed
page table

coral 177 (172) 85974 50% 119KB
nasa7 387 (385) 152357 40% 21KB

compress 104   (82) 21347 26% 8KB
fftpde 55   (53) 11280 21% 88KB
wave5 110 (107) 14511 14% 86KB
mp3d 36   (36) 4050 11% 29KB
spice 620 (617) 41922 7% 22KB
pthor 48   (35) 2580 7% 92KB

ML 950 (919) 38423 4% 194KB
gcc 159 (133) 2440 2% 34KB

kernel space N/A N/A N/A 186KB
Table 1: Workload characteristics
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Figure 9: Page table size for single-page-size page tables.
Normalized to hashed page table size.

3. Gcc andcompress had multiple processes,e.g., make, sh,
script, many of which were small and had sparse address spaces.
For other workloads we measure page table usage of only the main
program.
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Figure 10: Hashed and clustered page table sizes for
4KB base pages and 64KB superpages/ partial-

subblocking with subblock factor 16.
Normalized to hashed page table size.
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Figure 11: Average number of cache lines accessed per TLB miss (64-entry fully-associative TLBs)
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Figure 11a: Single-page-size TLB Figure 11b: 4KB/64KB Superpage TLB

Figure 11c: Partial-subblock TLB (subblock factor 16) Figure 11d: Complete-subblock TLB (subblock factor 16)
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4. Exceptcompress with runs two processes in parallel.Gcc is mul-
tiprogrammed also but runs multiple processes sequentially.
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Appendix: Formulae
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Page Table Type Term Definition/Explanation

All Nactive(P)
Number of virtual address regions of size P base pages that have one or more
valid mappings in the page table

Linear (all variations)
r TLB miss ratio for accesses to translations to the first-level linear page table

m Average number of cache lines accessed per TLB miss to first-level linear page table

Multi-level Linear/
Forward-Mapped

nlevels Number of levels in page table tree

pbi Number of base pages mapped by a node at level i of the page table tree

Forward-Mapped ni Number of PTEs or PTPs in a node at level i of the page table tree

Hashed α Load factor on hash table =ØeÙNÚªÛ�Ü Ý�Þàß k�á�â"ã�Ê6À ËNÌ °uÂ9Á
Clustered (all variations)

α Load factor on hash table =ØeÙNÚªÛ�Ü Ý�Þàß Á�á�â�ã�ÊUÀ ËNÌ °uÂ9Á
s Subblock factor

Clustered with Superpage/
Partial-subblock

fss
Fraction of page blocks (Nactive(s)) that use superpage or partial-subblock clus-
tered PTEs

Page Table Type
Average number of
cache lines accessed

per TLB miss
Page Table Size (in bytes) Notes

Multi-level Linear 1 + r * m

Linear with Hashed 1 + r * m
A hash table (24 byte PTEs) stores trans-
lations to the first-level linear page table

Forward-mapped nlevels

Hashed 1 + α/2 Each PTE is 24 bytes

Clustered 1 + α/2

Clustered with Superpage /
Partial-subblock

1 + α/2

Table 2: Formulae

4KB Nactive pbi( )×
i 1 nlevel s,=

∑ pbi 2
9i

=

4KB 24+( ) Nactive 512( )×

ni 8× Nactive pbi( )×
i 1 nlevel s,=

∑
pbi 2

nj

j 1=

i

∑
=

24 Nactive 1( )×

8s 16+( ) Nactive s( )×

24 Nactive s( ) fss××( ) +

8s 16+( ) Nactive s( ) 1 fss–( )××( )


